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BEE in the South African Wine Industry

English Summary

Werner Zips

Seven years into the new millennium and 14 years into the democratic "New South Africa", the country’s economy is alive and well. South Africa seems to be safely on the fast track with a handful of nations in the global race for sustainable growth. Few optimists might have envisioned South Africa’s "sharp" ascent on the eve of the return to freedom, public participation, rule of law and democratic involvement when Madiba Nelson Mandela left his confinements on Robben Island in 1990 to release his dedication and passion for peace, reconciliation and forgiveness for the better of the country as a whole.

An important part of the overall hopeful picture belongs to the wine industry bustling with expansion, development and dynamism. Perhaps due to the special quality of wine in its ability to connect people, and indeed nations, the winelands of the Cape are one of the major attractions of South Africa within the international community. The undisputed beauty of the southern tip of the African continent where two oceans meet features as one of the strongest assets for the tourism industry which is, of course supported by the activities of the foreign delegation. Few cities of the world can compare with Cape Town, a veritable capital of wine and the gateway to the winelands. It was here that Archbishop Desmond Tutu described the new South African nation as ’the rainbow people of God’. 

For over 350 years, the cultures of Africa, Europe and the East have met here in the shadow of its famous landmark, Table Mountains, although sadly, for the longest period neither peacefully nor equitably. Reflected in the history of viticulture and commercial wine production is South Africa’s difficult legacy of slavery, paternalism, exploitation, social discrimination, and racial segregation. Most relevant forces in the new South Africa strongly believe that this history should never be forgotten in order to create conditions that allow the full enjoyment of our rich and vibrant cultural diversity. This, in turn, meant and still means to face the historically distorted relations between cultures and peoples with rigour and without euphemism. 

The wine industry is perhaps one of the best examples for the challenges ahead in completely transforming the economic relations shaped by 350 years of skewed social structures. In order to tackle these challenges adequately to secure social peace, political stability and sustainable economic growth, the democratic South African Government embarked on the policy of Black Economic Empowerment (BEE) which targets the advancement of all those disadvantaged by the political conditions under Apartheid and in the centuries before. Its ambitious aims proceed from the imperatives of South Africa’s democratic Constitution and of the Broad-based Black Economic Empowerment Act (53 of 2003). 

Social transformation must be considered as the condition sine qua for a peaceful and successful South African future. In line with the overall governance policies of the Post-Apartheid governments, the BEE process seeks to achieve accelerated and shared economic growth, in sharp contrast to a revolutionary upheaval occasionally projected by certain forms of doom-mongering. When, in 2010, the global focus will be on South Africa and its neighbours, it will not only be the winners of soccer games, but the social successes on the rise from Apartheid, one of the darkest phases in the history of the continent, and indeed the world.

